LIFE AND \\ORKS OF VAZHAKi^NAM \ASLDEVA^ i\AV1BiRIRI

From his early days itself Vazhakunnam had firm belief in Sri
Rama and Ramamantra. He was smart and eloquent. He had a
large circle of friends of different tastes. Once his stepmother
fearing that he would be misled to playing cards, dice or other
habits, arranged a Naivilakku for Dakshinamurti, the deity of
Sukapura temple, after having pledged her earrings for the pur-
pose.9

While at home and outside, Vazhakunnam was strict, regular
and punctual in his sadhana of Panchaksharajapa after ablution at
3 p.m. every day, irrespective of his busy activities. This had
been recommended to him by his late mother.

Now Vazhakunnam, a teenager, studied the basic lessons of
Kathakali, music, drama-acting, and the game of chess. By four
years he was able to master them to a considerable extent.10 He
had written and acted a drama named Nilavenisvayamvaram. His
eloquence too was praiseworthy.11

He was now a young man of twenty years. It was his inner
urge to study Sanskrit, that took him to Varikkumancheri Mana
where within a short period he got acquainted with Kavyas,
Natakas, Alamkaras, Tarkasangrahah, Muktavali, Dinakariyam etc.

9. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit., p. 142.

10. K.P. Narayana Pisharoti, op.cit.. p. 16.

11. See Bhaktasiromani, op.cit., p.8.
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